LIFE AW WORKS OF VAZHAKVNNAM VASUDEVAN NAMBUDIRl

examine and clarify intellectually the meaning of religious views
and statements, the significant logic of religious activities and the
like. Whether he be a historian, sociologist, philosopher, psy-
chologist, he employs his procedures, tools and investigative abil-
ity to search the truth within his own branch of study or area of
specialisation- The religious scholar like Vazhakunnam was con-
cerned with all connected directly or indirectly with religion -
religious texts, doctrines, beliefs, etc. The scholar of religion is
just like any other scholar, in his objectivity with the difference
that he focusses his attention on the religious symbols, aspects and
concepts, which are of interest to his branch of scholarship.
Vazhakunnam had been making his own contribution throughout
his life and his field was religion.

He was invited for giving discourses at various centres in
Kerala like Thiruvananthapuram, Tripunithura, Trichur,
Tiruvegappura, Kozhikode, Kodungallur, Kadathanattu etc. in
addition to Guruvayur. His lectures were arranged even at places
like Madras and Bombay. Thus apart from the Keralites, devo-
tees belonging to other parts of the nation were also benefitted by
his speeches and teachings. The warm welcome given to his
discourses throughout Kerala and outside w'as a recognition of his
being a national religious reformer. Ottur Unni Narnbudiripad has
described Vazhakunnam as the well appreciated preacher inside
and outside Kerala for more than two decades.5

5. Ottur Unni Nambudiripad, op.cit. p. 1.
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